
New York Guernsey 

Breeders’ Association 

 

Upcoming Events:  

August 3:  Annual Picnic 

Coon Brothers Farm | Amenia, NY  

August 22nd-September 2nd:  

New York State Fair | Syracuse, NY  

August 29th: Youth Showmanship 

August 30th: Youth Guernsey Show  

August 31st: Open Guernsey Show  

September 6th-12th:  

All American Show | Harrisburg, PA 

September 8th: Youth Showmanship 

September 9: National Junior Show 

September 11: All American Show  

October 1st-5th: 

World Dairy Expo | Madison, WI  

October 3rd: International Guernsey 
Show—Heifers 

New York Breeders Travel to Tulsa, Oklahoma  

The National Guernsey Convention kicked off on June 19th as Guernsey breeders 
from across the country came together to celebrate the past years’ accomplish-
ments and enjoy Guernsey fellowship.  Upon arrival in Tulsa, Oklahoma,  mem-
bers had the opportunity to visit intercity attractions including the Oklahoma City 

Bombing Memorial, Bass Pro Shops, and 
the National Cowboy & Western Heritage 
Museum.  Following intercity tours, 
throughout the week, convention guests 
got a glimpse of Oklahoma agriculture 
while visiting places such as Joplin Live-
stock Market,  which is the largest live-
stock market in the nation, Blue Bell 
Creamery and both Chupps and Mar Gold 
Guernsey Farms.    

Those who didn’t want to spend the day 
traveling, instead that the chance to attend, 

several forums about the use of genomics, polled genetics, and young sire use 
within the Guernsey breed where breeders could express their opinions and those 
of their state Guernsey Associations on different Guernsey issues. Also making an 
appearance at the convention was Betty Thompson, who grew up on a Jersey farm, 
and was the Runner Up in the 2012 Miss America Pageant with the platform “Milk 
Really does the body good.”  

Finishing out convention was the National Convention Sale which was what many 
where waiting for. With additions from the complete farm dispersal of nationally 
known, Chupps Guernsey farm, the sale averaged an all time high of $5952 on 44 
live lots. Topping the sale was lot 30 Adams Creek Hillpoint Marsha-ET EX-92 
who was the Res. Int. Champion at World Dairy Expo in 2012. Marsha sold for 
$28,500 and was purchased by Land of Living Mechanicsburg, OH.  

Juniors Shine at the National Guernsey Convention 

Every year, several Junior Guernsey members travel to the National Guernsey 
Convention to compete in numerous youth contests. Though this year New York 
had very few youth attendees, those who did travel to Oklahoma earned several top 
awards and titles.  

Mary Foote, of Welcome Stock Guernsey Farm in Hartford, took home several 
honors beginning with 1st place in the Senior Prepared Speaking contest. Her 
speech discussed the need to attract the next generation of agriculturalist to the 
farm through showcasing the dairy industry. In addition, she also claimed 1st place 
in the Senior division of the Poster Contest and was awarded the Max Dawdy 
Scholarship. More notably, Foote was named the National Outstanding Guernsey 
Youth which is the highest honor any Youth Guernsey Member can achieve who 
have excelled in Guernsey experiences and other aspects of their lives. 

New Yorker, Betsey McKenna, Wee Kin Farm, also wrapped up her reign as the 
National Guernsey Princess through which she was able to attend several different 
Guernsey Shows and events throughout this past year.   
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RFID Tags 101  

With the decision by the 

World Dairy Expo to re-

quire RFID tags on all 

animals at their 2013 

show, lots of questions 

across the country have 

been raised which has 

lead to phone calls to the 

American Guernsey 

Association. In an effort 

to answer some of the 

questions, here is some 

basics about the tags di-

rectly from the AGA. 

 RFID tags cost $2.50 each for less than 50 with 

volume discounts available. 

 You MUST have a Premise ID issued to you by 

your home state in order to obtain RFID tags. 

 You can purchase RFID tags from the Ameri-

can Guernsey Association or any breed association. 

 You may place an RFID tag in the ear of any animal you wish to show at 

WDE. The animal ID on your health paper just has to match the tag in that 

animal's ear.  

 The RFID number does NOT have to match the animal's registration num-

ber 

 If you are already using Tag ID for registration, you may substitute an 

RFID tag for the button tags you would normally have on hand to tag 

newborn calves. 

 If you would like to start using RFID tags for registration purposes please 

know that animals must have two tags for the tags to be considered 

"official ID" for registration purposes. 

 You CAN continue to tattoo your calves but have RFID tags on hand to 

put in each calf so that the RFID tag number will match the registration 

number. Simply report the tag # to AGA when you register your calves. 

“What is it that the Guernsey Cow does best?” - Betsey McKenna  
At the National Guernsey Convention McKenna asked this question to breeders from all over the coun-
try. She said that by being able to answer this question our breed can better attract more breeders by 

showcasing what our cows do best. So what is it that the Guernsey cow does best?  

Annual Picnic to be held at Coon Brothers Farm  

What are RFID tags that are now 
required at the World Dairy Ex-

The 2013 Guernsey picnic is going to 

be hosted on Coon Brothers Dairy 

Farm Saturday, August 3 at 11am.  

Coon Brothers is a family owned and 

operated dairy located in Smithfield 

Valley where the farm sits on 200 

acres of owned land in addition to the 

1,800 acres that are rented in the sur-

round area. On average there are 350 

milking cows, mainly Guernseys and 

Holsteins, with around 675 head of 

cattle overall. Milk produced on the 

farm is purchased by Hudson Valley  

 

 

Fresh and through Cabot Cooperative 

in Vermont.  

Join fellow Guernsey Breeders with a 

day filled Guernsey fun and fellow-

ship and be one of the first people to 

see Coon Bros. new free stall barn and  

renovations.  

Lunch will begin at approximately 

12:30pm with a chicken barbeque and 

please feel free to bring a dish.  

Coon Bros. is located on 407 Separate 

Road Amenia, New York 12501.  
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